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UNLEASHING ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY 

The launch of a new, 100% advocacy-based organization enabled tens of thousands 
of new supporters take aim at Canada’s federal government 

ForestEthics Canada gave up its charitable status in April 2012 to strike back 
against the Canadian government’s gutting of environmental laws and its attacks on 
democracy and charitable organizations.  This bold move made news across Canada, 
broke into the United States with stories on National Public Radio, and enabled it 
to expose the Canadian government’s willful disregard for public participation and 
its steadfast allegiance to Big Oil’s plans to develop Alberta’s tar sands.  Now able 
to dedicate 100% of its time to environmental advocacy, ForestEthics Advocacy 
Association ran a series of advertising campaigns like the one pictured here, and 
welcomed in 25,000 new activists and supporters.  The result?  An unprecedented level 
of civic participation in the federal debate about tar sands extraction and transportation. 

ForestEthics had an unbelievable 2012.  We fended off direct threats by the Canadian federal government and 
launched two new independent organizations in Canada forming the ForestEthics Coalition. Together, we won the 
campaign to protect the Sacred Headwaters – one of North America’s last untouched wild places – from fracking, 
and shifted the fuel and paper purchasing practices of more than a dozen of the world’s biggest brands.  The 
new Canadian organization – ForestEthics Advocacy Association – became the national go-to group for citizens 
concerned about the future of Canada’s environmental and democratic health.  2012 proved to us more than 
ever that determined underdogs can make big, big change.  Below you’ll find brief highlights about some of our 
remarkable victories and your role in making our work possible.

2012 Highlights

You won’t believe PM Harper’s latest sell-out.

Worried about the Chinese government 
taking over Canadian companies?

 info@ForestEthicsAdvocacy.org | 604.331.6201
Join the conversation on Twitter at #cdnpoli.

Prime Minister Harper plans to move 
Canada one giant step closer to becoming 
a resource colony for foreign investors. 
The Harper government has discarded 
many critical Canadian voices and agreed to 
one of the most controversial and binding 
trade agreements ever—and one you’ve 
likely never heard of. And so far, your MP, 
the Hon. Ed Fast, has gone along with
this plan.

PM Harper’s Canada-China Foreign 
Investment Promotion and Protection 
Act, or FIPA, undermines Canadian 
democracy and sovereignty. Chinese 
state-owned companies will be able to 
complain that their profi ts were harmed by 
changes to environmental, labour, or other 

Canadian laws or regulations—and lodge 
a dispute with a secret tribunal that will 
decide these cases. Canada will have no 
recourse to its own courts and legislatures.  
And worst of all, this incredibly bad deal 
will put us in a straightjacket for 31 years. 
One thing is for sure, though: it’s a really 
good deal for foreign investors, including 
China’s state-owned oil companies.

What does this mean in practical 
terms? If PM Harper approves Enbridge’s 
Northern Gateway Pipeline and the 
government of British Columbia decides to 
impose new restrictions to protect the BC 
Coast from oil spills or to reject the project, 
investors could sue under the treaty. If BC 
decides to put restrictions on shale gas 

Hon. Ed Fast, MP: Please Do the Right Thing and Oppose a Bad Deal for Canadians!

fracking, foreign investors could object and 
demand hundreds of millions of dollars in 
compensation. Canadians will no longer 
have final say over what happens on 
our land.
 
This dangerous trade deal was sprung 
on Canadians with no public debate, 
without consent from the provinces whose 
jurisdictions are impacted, and without 
Parliamentary scrutiny or a vote in the House 
of Commons. 
 
Stand with us against a deal that only 
foreign investors could want. Email the 
Hon. Ed Fast, MP, at ed.fast@parl.gc.ca 
and tell him to help stop this bad deal 
before it’s too late.

A D V O C A C Y

A SEA CHANGE IN MEDIA COVERAGE 

Tar sands threats to the West Coast become international news and the number one 
story in British Columbia

In just the first few months of 2012, ForestEthics’ coalition earned more media around 
tar sands and pipeline issues than was generated in all of 2011.  In fact, our goal for 
2012 was to generate 100 media hits in international news media: we achieved this 
by the end of April, including the front page of the Los Angeles Times and strong 
stories in The Seattle Times and the San Francisco Chronicle.  How?  By becoming 
one of the leading voices challenging the oil industry’s plans to push through even 
more tar sands from Alberta, Canada, to the west coast of Canada and the US.  
Without new ways to transport more tar sands, oil companies cannot ship this dirty 
fuel to Asia – the next booming energy market.  We also made headlines by getting 
major US companies like Walgreens, Trader Joe’s, and eBay, to move away from 
using tar sands oil.



VICTORY fOR THE SACRED HEADwATERS 

One million acres protected from Royal Dutch Shell fracking. 

Advertisements like these inspired tens of thousands of people to speak out against 
Royal Dutch Shell’s plans to drill more than 4,000 gas wells in one of the wildest 
places we have left: British Columbia’s Sacred Headwaters, the birthplace of some of 
the longest undammed salmon-bearing rivers in North America - the mighty Skeena, 
Nass and Stikine.  This opposition, along with negotiations led by ForestEthics 
Advocacy with Shell Canada’s CEO and the government of British Columbia, 
culminated in the December 2012 announcement that Royal Dutch Shell would 
formally withdraw its plans to frack in the Sacred Headwaters, and that the British 
Columbia government would issue a permanent moratorium on fracking in this region.  
This huge win supports the powerful work done by ForestEthics Advocacy’s allies and 
by the Tahltan First Nation, who stood on the front line of this campaign for more than 
five years, fending off Shell’s bulldozers with their bodies and their spirits. 

where’s the catch? Find Jobs

Shell’s plans to drill thousands 
of gas wells in the Sacred 
Headwaters threaten three 
critical salmon rivers in B.C. 

Ask Premier Clark to protect 
our multi-million dollar salmon 

industry and hundreds of local 
jobs by banning coalbed methane 
in the Sacred Headwaters for good. 

www.forestethics.org/sacred-
headwaters

Salmon jobs are on the line.Salmon jobs are on the line.

A D V O C A C Y

UNTAPPING THE POwER Of THE wORLD’S 
LARGEST COMPANIES

$100s of millions of purchasing power shifted away from phony 
eco-label and extreme energy

Backed by thousands of people online and on the ground, 
ForestEthics US entered into powerful negotiations with some of 
the biggest names in business and persuaded six more companies 
– including Energizer, US Airways, and Pitney Bowes – to distance 
their brands from one of the biggest threats to our forests today: 
the Sustainable Forestry Initiative’s phony eco-label.  The SFI label 
dupes eco-minded consumers into paying extra for ‘green’ wood and 
paper products that, in fact, destroy forests.  Logging companies 
certified by the SFI use toxic chemicals, create massive clearcuts that 
cause landslides, erosion, and water pollution, and threaten wildlife. 

ForestEthics US also persuaded eBay and Seventh Generation to 
join 17 other companies – like Walgreens, Chiquita, and Whole Foods 
– to move away from using fuel derived from the highly controversial 
and toxic tar sands.  These company announcements have drawn 
reactions from our adversaries at the highest levels of government 
and have provided further evidence that our theory of change – 
shifting the purchasing practices of some of the world’s largest 
companies away from destructive practices and toward environmental 
responsibility – leads to big, big change.

TAkE IT TALLER MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN

Media campaign launched to finalize the world’s 
most comprehensive conservation agreements, 
and to conserve 1 million more acres (450,000 
hectares) in the world’s largest intact temperate 
rainforest

ForestEthics Solutions Society launched 
the “Take it Taller” online media campaign 
in February 2012 – motivating 14,000 new 
supporters to encourage British Columbia’s 
provincial government to support accelerating 
progress in the final stages of the Great Bear 
Rainforest Agreements – which are heralded as 
the world’s most comprehensive conservation 
agreements, but are still incomplete.  Currently, 
half of the Great Bear Rainforest remains open 
to logging, but the scientific recommendation 
built into the Great Bear Rainforest Agreements 
was to set aside 70% of the natural levels of 
old growth forest.  The final 20% has yet to 
be implemented.  This public engagement 
campaign led the provincial government to agree 
to accelerate progress and helped intensify 
negotiations with logging industry. 



who we Are & How we work
ForestEthics Coalition protects forests and wild places so that the people and wildlife that 
depend on them can thrive.  We achieve this by challenging and motivating corporations 
and governments, creating break-though solutions, partnering with indigenous peoples 
and inspiring citizen action.

Since 2000, we’ve secured agreements to protect 65 million acres of endangered forests, 
transformed the environmental practices of some of corporate America’s biggest names, 
steered hundreds of millions of dollars toward environmentally responsible purchasing, 
and inspired thousands of citizens to take action on behalf of forests. 

Our approach works because we succeed in cultivating the desire for change within some 
of the most powerful entities in the world: corporations and their customers.  We craft 
agreements that challenge the prevailing ‘winner take all’ approach, because we believe 
forests must work for all of us—communities who live in the forest, individuals who visit 
the forest, people who make their living from the forest —and for the forest itself.

THE fORESTETHICS COALITION

ForestEthics US

Headquartered in San Francisco, CA and Bellingham, WA, 
ForestEthics operates as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization in 
the United States.  ForestEthics US specializes in identifying 
and using points of leverage – the power of large buyers of 
fuel, wood and paper, the power of citizens taking action, the 
power of media coverage – to inspire or compel industry-wide 
changes that create forest protection on a massive scale.

ForestEthics Advocacy Association (FEAA)

Based in Vancouver, British Columbia, FEAA is a registered 
nonprofit society and dedicates 100% of its efforts to on-the-
ground environmental advocacy to ensure that environmen-
tally destructive projects are successfully opposed and forests 
and wild places are permanently protected.

ForestEthics Solutions Society (FESS)

Also based in Vancouver, British Columbia, FESS is a regis-
tered nonprofit society focused on the development of solu-
tions-based dialogue and the implementation of innovative forest 
conservation agreements.



Revenue  

Foundation Grants 2,356,457   
Contributions from Individuals 409,410   
Program Revenue (fee for service) 789,000  
Other Revenue 45,586  
   
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE  2,889,453 
  
   
Expenditures   

Program Services   
Boreal Forest Campaign  269,495   
BC Forests Campaign  265,069   
Tar Sands Campaign  986,274   
Sacred Headwaters Campaign  316,070   
Paper Campaign  38,632  
Stop SFI Greenwash Campaign  303,219  
   
TOTAL PROGRAm SERVICES  2,178,759
  
   
Support Services   

General & Administrative  175,755   
Fundraising  492,619  
   
TOTAL SUPPORT SERVICES  568,374  
   
TOTAL ExPENDITURES 2,747,133   

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets 142,320   
Net Assets-Beginning of Year 1,148,071  
    
Net Asset (End of Year) 1,290,391   
   
   
   
 
 

forestEthics US 2012 financials

Audited financials for the year ending December 31, 2012 

2012 Revenue Breakdown
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2012 Expense Breakdown

cAMpAiGnS &  
ProGrAMS 80%

DEvElopMEnt 14%

ADMiniStrAtion 6%



Executive Team
todd paglia, J.D., l.l.M. Executive Director, ForestEthics US
Kristi chester vance Deputy Director, ForestEthics US
Matt Westendorf Chief Operating Officer, ForestEthics US

ForestEthics US Staff
Jim Ace Senior Campaigner, Stop SFI Greenwash
Ethan buckner US Organizer
Stephen Danner Senior Development Officer
Max Fleisher Database and Office Administrator
Kayla henson Administrative and Campaign Associate
Mary humphries Development Director
Matt Krogh Tar Sands Free West Coast Campaign Director
Andrea leonard Operations & Human Resources Associate
Jason paglia New Media Manager | EA
Claire richards Development Associate
claire rosenfeld Website Manager
rangsan Sanguanchaiyakit  Accountant
Samantha Stanley  Digital Outreach Manager
Geeta tate Grant Writer
Paras Upadhyay Senior Accountant

ForestEthics US Board
Andrea leebron-clay Board Chair
James clay Treasurer
Michael Uehara Secretary
neal Gorenflo
Marika holmgren
Anne Kroeker
Stuart Sender
Jessica Welborn
angel Kyodo williams 

ForestEthics Solutions Staff
valerie langer BC Coast Campaign Director
Julian Zelazny Boreal Campaign Director

ForestEthics Solutions Board 
Jason cory Mogus Board Chair
bridgitte Maria Alomes Vice-Chair
nancy D. bradshaw Secretary-Treasurer

ForestEthics Advocay Staff
Sven biggs Campaign Organizer
Melyssa rubino  Admini & Campaign Associate
nikki Skuce  Senior Energy Campaigner
ben West Tar Sands Campaign Director
Karen tam Wu Director of Programs

ForestEthics Advocacy Board
clayton ruby Board Chair
candace  christine batycki Vice-Chair
Karen Mary Mahon Secretary-Treasurer
tzeporah berman Non-Voting Member

Coalition Staff & Board

ForestEthics uS • bellingham 1329 North State Street , Suite 302 • Bellingham, WA 98225 • 360.734.2951
ForestEthics uS • San Francisco One Haight Street • San Francisco, CA 94102 • 415.863.4563
ForestEthics Advocacy • vancouver 163 West Hastings Street, Suite 350  • Vancouver, B.C. V6B 1H5 • 604.331.6201
ForestEthics Solutions • vancouver 207 West Hastings Street, Suite 614 • Vancouver, B.C. V6B 1H7 • 604.558.0586
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Advocacy  •  Solutions   •  Action


