
 

                
 
 
 
6 May 2016 
 
Mr. Rick Fedrizzi, CEO and Ms. Fiona Cousins, Board Chair 
US Green Building Council 
2101 L Street NW, Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20037 
 
Dear Mr. Fedrizzi and Ms. Cousins: 

Re: LEED - Alternative Compliance Path 

The undersigned Canadian conservation organizations are deeply concerned by the recently announced Alternative 

Compliance Path (ACP) credit for LEED, and subsequent communications around the ACP. While we support the 

requirement of evidence of legality of wood used in LEED projects, we believe this should be a prerequisite, and not a 

credit. Moreover, we are concerned that legality will be equated with “responsibly” managed wood in North America, 

and that this will open the door to LEED giving credit to wood from all forest certification schemes.   

As you are likely aware, none of our organizations recognize the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) as a credible forest 

certification system that can guarantee responsible forest practices. In our view, Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is the 

only credible system from a social and ecological perspective, and should be the only system given credit under LEED. 

The reason our organizations support FSC is that it requires the achievement of robust ecological criteria, such as 

protection for species at risk, other HCVs, and upholds the rights of Indigenous Peoples and requires Free Prior and 

Informed Consent: these issues are critically important in achieving social license in Canada’s forests. Unfortunately, SFI 

does not require effective protection of species such as woodland caribou and does not require the consent of 

Indigenous peoples. By giving credit to SFI certified wood, LEED would in essence be rewarding the use of all wood 

harvested in North America, including that associated with controversial practices that have led to conflict in the 

marketplace. 

We strongly encourage USGBC to limit the scope of the pilot, replace the ACP with a legal wood prerequisite as soon as 

possible, clearly state that legality and responsible management are not synonymous, and maintain the current LEED 

credit system for wood (which only recognizes FSC).  We look forward to hearing back from you on this important 

matter. 

Sincerely,  

Alberta Wilderness Association  
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society  
David Suzuki Foundation,  
Greenpeace Canada 
Ontario Nature 
 


